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Columbia River Treaty: 
Flood Control and Hydropower
• 3 Dams in Canada
• 60 years of flood control: $65 million
• Canadian Entitlement




• The Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) Administrator 
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) Division Engineer, 
Northwestern Division
– Canada: 
• British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority (BC Hydro)
http://www.nwd-c.usace.army.mil/PB/mainpage.html
Why is the CRT Under Review?
• Assured flood control expires September 16, 
2024
• The earliest date of unilateral termination was 
September 16, 2024 with a minimum of 10 
years notice required




• Changes since 1964   
• Cross-border dialogue
• Research
• Website: http://www.columbiarivergovernance.org/ 
Energy Demand
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• Fig. 9   Comparison of observed, adjusted 
and virgin flows of the Columbia River at The 
Dalles for 1945?2004 with virgin flow for 
1879?1899
• Source: Pradeep K.  Naik , David A.  Jay,
Journal of Hydrology Volume 404, Issues 3/4 









RIGHTS OF THE ABORIGINAL PEOPLES OF 
CANADA 
Common Views on the Future of the 
Columbia River Treaty, February 25, 2010 
• The Columbia Basin tribes’ interests must be represented in 
the implementation and reconsideration of the Columbia 
River Treaty. 
– Sovereign voice in river management
– Equitable benefits to each Tribe in priority to other sovereign 
parties
– Integrate traditional ecological knowledge in river management
• The Columbia River must be managed for multiple 
purposes, including -
– Tribal cultural and natural resources
– Recognize tribal flood control benefits
– Protecting tribal [treaty and settlement] rights . . . consistent 
with ecosystem-based management.
U.S.    Regional Review
• Flood Control
– Storage use?
– 450,000 cfs risk
• Ecosystem Function
– 3d Purpose


















– 600,000 cfs risk
• Ecosystem Function
– balance
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• In October 2014, the Northwest Power and 
Conservation Council amended its Columbia 
River Basin Fish and Wildlife Program to 
investigate reintroducing anadromous fish 
back into the main stem Columbia River 
reaches and tributaries in the U.S.




• The U.S. Columbia Basin Tribes, which includes 
the Upper Columbia United Tribes (UCUT), and 
Canadian First Nations of the Columbia River 
Basin have produced a paper that provides a 
much-needed proposal for restoring fish passage 
and reintroducing anadromous fish as an 
essential element in modernizing the Columbia 
River Treaty.
• January 9, 2015, 




• U.S. and Canada international law in domestic law
• Models for adaptive mechanisms in international 
treaties
– Bankes and Cosens
– Funding: Water Program at the Munk School of Global 
Affairs
• Models for Indigenous participation in negotiation and 
implementation of international treaties
– McKinney, Paisley, and Stenovec
– In collaboration with the Tribes and First Nations of the 
Columbia River Basin 
Treaty Talks: 
https://vimeo.com/109265843

